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Come forth into the light of things, Let Nature be your teacher.
— William Wordsworth

We must be committed to harmony between man and Nature. "All things that grow live in harmony
and benefit from the nourishment of Nature." Mother Nature is the cradle of all living beings, including
humans. It provides everything essential for humanity to survive and thrive. Mother Nature has nour-
ished us, and we must treat Nature as our root, respect it, protect it, and follow its laws. Failure to
respect Nature or follow its laws will only invite its revenge. Systemic spoil of Nature will take away the
foundation of human survival and development, and will leave us human beings like a river without a
source and a tree without its roots. We should protect Nature and preserve the environment like we
protect our eyes, and endeavor to foster a new relationship where man and Nature can both prosper
and live in harmony.

- Xi Jinping, President of China

4 siflor Gend@ 17 : 3 M&CLMuF 2023



ISSN 2320-4842

gbl.uy. GumiSlest Slemesramt &HS G

W I social allGems. aur
25690 CGurn&flwi, s SHIeOD, HTFal Dir&s Hemov SidleTlucy sevepril
ugIE@afl 605 008

P @IDT

oris oECor Curl gar opmde Quriluwitisle @pele sms®mss seaupTas dadelll LTj aTeD aua)
aubm eIlofEaSSHE& UaNETE LOILILE®TSET eMESILLL STeLD @gﬂl. <leuf sLODEQETE Gavdseamrd L
T(REHDOLT(Dg), e widlmar, o.Homar oy Somar QassaTsmsl UTFEsS @g,meuuﬂé)meuz’cre&m) NG,
EHS®SS FmPlwererry. erdlisrassle QEsmsgD lDFSSSILLSmIGW HHSSH G aarCel, @
smS®S, CUTL e smdlemmi? Qssmssaa), CuriSi_b QmsEh Soear OsTLiuTe &MHSS GTee!
aan alamssepssran aloLwrs, @ssi(Bor owdang. @y Curl sadlu oEsmSE @b
Qupm sjeufler BravelLdH 2 arsgell @, HssmsSmsiLDNE epn allflaurs QésHar o rmudeamg.
(eduy enrseiiysoma @sst@or @ndulled srarard. Gogid, st@oruld opmsmGs oGr
g &GO erar  QsaurLTd, =g GOOuUDHD smSgsa @Cr gs&Ehllous sTihsmel 6TaL®S
Pevaralld Qamers.)

sllp Qossars &mHEsD

gl wrer Cuéasslapud awsassblepud spp gCrmifwisd slflear oigliumL Qs
sarsms oMbsiQsrdaaspers, 184280 oris @EGor Gurl ‘slb Qessamrésmésd eam SAdlw
BIOOL L@LSST. Seir srewrer 199y BIHDramqd LTy sisarin  srenmiur L heTened spailw
Qassarsmsud 2G5 srawssld aeribslmbhs Quruilud oblmawd goars@s Qsrar®, Qbhsé
Gl Qessarsas Ceuanule Hdrermy.

BIedler jemLoLiLy

Qbs mre allem-allol  eugeudle S@wbgETETS; @@ UsHD sSOflad oHs5s LEsD oy Edws
Sad oigliueL Qassarhsmer allarésld Qewdlamg; orsdassand, Qerd Qossamrd, GHmL{
Qasgard o & fpen QossaTmsmed &HEHLTEE mpdang. Q& Owrssd 81 ussmsmerds
Qs airLg,.

pidler o drar_&sé SHpliyser

Sl Cuml mCrriur prige) aTaLsTd, SeBsE Quourss SoLss empw  Qurdluflud
oblauréy, saTaimLw @Qbs BHidld wrllessammmsd CerTa@id Wampews Fhm LrHdl o @rsHearTy.
shere Qessar Crréadle Qeosl UTFEELOUTWE, ety wrpdlumwew Bl  SAplurss
Qamérereormib.

sTEIDTE:  LILLILY, e(psdassarsdle o erssCaargw, Quuy + erflow + Geaupmenoe my
GI'G(YF[_D yeri&sl Qassansoms, Qe Cere Qossarssld, CamnimwsEréd HSSUIGUTES Fndlujer
ey, FOETDTe, R(HEUT G@ngjmmasmma; shHarwe, Capmmusemed o a@r r@d srflowusmers
QefbgCsTarolg LwaeTn aTeELSTE. OsTLFsERsEIIE Qerdamsiur®, Qemdams UL 4 HEL
Uler Qerpuenriedl ereim jewowd snere QessarGorédd, Curillar @daladsan @aeilipamn
sflwrengy.

1990 Erporamger sllp Qasseam wrHDBG@meTLD QbETOTd HPbSCETTHACYTD. FramTas: HaTEnND
sressle @@55 ‘Qsller  aumume @ elewerQus &b, Cuml sresdCatu ‘Cslsred eumbur®
<o Sujareng .

iflior Gprd@E 17 : 3 &@LUl 2023 5



ISSN 2320-4842

BIele® o drer SHevewramiy Q&d.@&ehé

Qeroedstry ugduiled, oluw. Curl ‘Seam-
uTe-@Uid  ererm  QuuiFseller @aossaTi LaL
smers SOPG amplwiler, auben < mslwss
QD 2 @IHSDTT. ey e (harsdw smesbarn
sar: Sevenr-class, umé-division, @ ib-person.

o wiydlavant, Sodlevenr o HucupdldE Beranmelar
allerssrtisomars Qsr®sgerermyr; rational class,
irrational class’ eaap sflure  Qurd
Quuitiemuwd  Ger@sgidrerTy. ger  FHlwrerg
T, e widlmen eran Gered wssallar LGS
sOD QuidverL 2 dTerTL &S e

ureolfleaud ogHeTer ETETnIS®ETD S dlw
Weir, ojeupdler  QuomiQuwgiiiéosre  —yaars
s urer Jflafld) o miGasTe), BT St
ows  saafssCoagw  Csmauflidme  erer
Spry. Samenr Qeoerwe SOHEQSTL Gavésemtd
Qoome. Qms odibs GCurl @dern & Hluger
Qumr@mEsLILTL L& & entGeuen (HLD.

Ceammaumruflear Saoar sribs @M SMmS53

searallurss  pee mErHuTalldar 2 eyulle  Ceerr
amrwufler @ ambhn, oy Cumillear Gue
s®5CaTH QamLiymLwg. ojeuflear b

s ugdlenenr wésar opiPlevenrfly’ eraréd Cavedrm
refler, 2 wiidlenenr —opsPlenewr eraiLiar Gsmevenmdfiiy
Golursorear, @Fe was@elr Cure  aupEClETd
U@SSL Gurgser 2 amgerarewuiea, 2 wpjdaenr
wésar opflear ' ererdd Caiamr@d eTeis .

Q&ampeon LilbgOsredrer e sreanm:

‘@leudt, g -Q0sThseiar FHODPSSL G
UTeaud  ea@paureoubd  OsealeaursESlamg.
TR, HFQFTHSEHAT @ein o widleent, DH
Qorem oMo aaumss &ML, &55S
TsE @dm @pdle Goorssred, Somars
Gy Casemaulome; uralfflGe Curgorerg
owaar? aem Cserall erpeord. G&Csdtallé
&ssTen  Swarilfley ‘Qsrd o Afluy  GH
olgralg, B WaCamflar smasered eramid
OBHG PsSld @l wrerd  @aoaralllLrgib
s Wsdld GO Ceuar(®n eradmmy.

deoars@iifear  Cametemw o ampwurdflugser
sTwsSCaCu o erwmguderery. eaaGel, Geuafl
Br(hs sllp opfeermar gluj. Cul eleummn
sahlwug sadoome. efld smsoms Beraid
ufbgQarerar, Sear uddw o arwurdHuiseaier
umjemelaws sharassbifle s&mssors  odlu
CeuairHd. g USlaiteumid LigSulen:

Qaré Qessarsg Guoiwuiluwd

2 sLICLT(RETHET DT SIHIETE@HD  LDESET 2 Wiy
Slevanr; Ul eréveomd pedlenent . 2 wifslenent era
Lg loas0sTms; BTag),
o wins Ulflaflery; opedaar ereiug Ul wmreyd
2 WFe| TS I_ﬂlj(]Q_{Gml_U_IGDT9. L&SET  Famum(®
Qoarsal; greug, GQurf-@er-urelwd Ceum
ur@sdr  Qmbsrend, oLaid ouwlmd  @sgL
Curealsme, &HET WTaHD @ETCH  GreTLSTeD
ST SET 2 Wi Sl e e

D&GHET  GTGTLIGUT

w&&CerT(H CsTLILHOSTETLTQID ESET 2 e,
SUBTEIG), Loeo‘ﬂglj ae@m @  GQuprallLme
g{m@g{”gﬂmm ST LENSSGLPHws CBTLF
urer  QsmLfser  op-Mlamanpgemels Quoid. -
urtur - 8flsdapg;  Spdremerser  allaemwr(®
Slermen.

DLLSHISETTD T Qhs 2 sl  CuTheTser
D& &ETSET LD, QUG ST, [Henev s S 6enLn %GCJUJ
Sl Ll saflé &) (m ) amant &@hiD Ooqmmaﬂmmml.
greim:  QuHCpry, sHCoTI-LEsETSETEWD; BT,
LUTDOL-BUIRI@GSETED; S, LOET-Hlenenss a6 enLo.

CuCe Ger@ssii L o eyurdfluisellesr smss
somem 2hm @Slame, Somarsdsrdiams eraLg
Quri-Qessamsmss sTemgl sHES L0 Hlaa
GTaTeTd. 2 WESSHGLD BLEGLD 2 66 QsTLfeu
QoT&sLomSeyLD FH(HESLOTHED Qgeflaurseyd
o anibgICaTaT@sd  QFwed  Guiuilwed oy @Lb.
Qs SigliumLs shss  Soarsdsrdaramsauileo
araliLpheusre, sblpwerCeanmfler Samars Cami
ur® ere@ugd Qessarsemsud sLbs Gowull
WIG) GT&sIeUITLD.

Quiflwme  oglueLwLTs  @aldg, wés
WTHDS  UGSHETETATT. DGHTTRSTE  CFHTRSTL
Sy epallfugamer  SlamemriiLig. d]lﬂs;@LD@urr@g,J,
s QL ms o widleauile &L@@ij ; B
arery  @malamenruilgid GEL[]S]GNI'I'IJ'Q. Qg Toss
sT(pépg  eraiprd, SmemsGasTrur® e
Quilueme Qeossard  aam  oPlalwuCer®
QurmsgLELuT(pg CurdleisalLCL smsg wTH
LB Serpg.

By Cumiiler Seoearsry smsHet CQuT@mS
s

sIPFQFTE) Qadsan S5 MIDLITE) GTETLg (P(LDELD
wres Qaossarssnn; QmSlomar eraiLg SlSgIL
Lmi&séemigw  Quidluasmn. G, Q&st(eor
TOsssCaTar  luy.  Curiller  Sevenramy
sMm&SeT QUTBHSSILTL L 4, TTWIeITLD.

Wp Qurfurese@ss oiglitols solp Qed

siflor Grnd@ 17 : 3 M&CLMuF 2023



FaTH@®BE HHNSSHOLAUTWE mbured LflameuCw
wpsdler  sHNISSTCalaTHD;  HCel  er(peuri-
Luaee Qousmas Csallarsdal@n. QsGa
&wﬁ&mgﬂmg loreanss sphs, THATE ML
wb.

sl opwwres shs allmoynd Sp Qurdur
araEnsCs Qsrasriflusmsund g Saaré
Qeraramssmanyd =g Cuiwluersed @eaésemt
LrEad LD  alshsmeryd sHUlEsCouer
O, ogCea sllfler o wsmss sramilseL.
QpCrradlerg, Wy Qururerisepssts o ks
wssle Qussarsms erdwu gl Curl, ymars
g ureé el o migeasred), prn Sleerews
saafssCammgw  Cosmauwlome s sadug
QurmsSsDd 2 @ w daHG.

gLME (HSSS aId s Crmiiilw Quriflseigid
‘grammatical gender eaL@D oy ar-CueT
uredlfle] opsdlear CQUTHETEEEEGL e
wio. sraprs, swavdmssde allmrsnd  erep
QurgILQuWy o aTuTmas GHEGD; o hsas
dév Quemanantyd  usoTrLud she'  eears
gperd. Qeeury slfle oEbLTE aEUmS
Qmslwans Qardreaws sTL(HEDE.

(Ol

< masatorfule slfler Qmdlamean Qoo
wrey, o mHCawradr oiqliumL Qassamrsamss
&H@&HDLALTWEI, Samammwall sbUTOSEEES WP
Swsglaud Qarhsss sheCesar®n e  gl.u.
Cumidlesr snpm Qur@msswrarGs.

Sl G P&

S8 sblpsQeidsaies  @aamuliésin:
www.bbc.com/tamil/india-62691336

we need pay no attention to class, since all are
included in the five divisions (g.y. Gumu: 31)

https://

Quuiyser, CaubmeLuHUSET LemFSwmd eu@mn  sriflaow
a6t upd - Q. Cumi: 34

Qurfluiléer sramiLBd  WHNSAsTLfsmars QsTLjsems
b Qsmhsermsed o (RuEsTEaDd LGl Cu Nflss
<eprmieug Qsmiflwe (QurpGer: 157)

@reLmd  allemerQuEsid-eus absTed STl BHLESD
-l Guimi: 72

@Qspmolile Qegsdr QLbQunDd LsshiseT-l.wy. CuL:
28, 29, 30

Geanmeuammuiflen gnhm-oy,. Seicdmsamfiler o areemd: 33
QsieusSlavawrilar g pn-o,. HeuadtisenTy o amyeern: 34
Qembyrenty s hn-e ereerd: 20

BESlemisSleiuy smpn-o ereern: 8,9

Ueirenioupd gmeound Lrenfl s

SUBTEY PHSID apay SeveuwSlL

iflior Gprd@E 17 : 3 &@LUl 2023

ISSN 2320-4842

waaws Hops o wjdear G (Csrd. eflwear
whwsed: 11)

& O & p aargud Gaplugsrd 9@

/6D Y& GTGT FET QG MHD

B SIwer wémpy guwewssaraw (baand. alamer
wfwe, 331)

B0 ERTHIT V& 6T

oy Gumy, First Catechism of Tamil Grammar,
Qeeanar: el Sssrhs BHLSIILE swpsd, 1792, 1985.
QurpCar, Béarews sl Geavsaanrd, Qeaean: LDGAUTLD
Qauelluf®, 2002.

<. fadasem (2.c2yp.), Osrostifu o mreemd, Gsme
wdlamyd, Sarallurésn, Qedmen 2 s sOPTITLES
Bmieuerd, 1983.

[Cumgper_&s&1-Clgm_jsd]]

Brrmbflmeagenter LenLLisafled swgmué
g emevaer

- 7. L& 58

S0 swrled Denpwerri soraflwed
- Qon. grend 62

srs QosdusHe lalwed SHmeor
- . 5alsrCsael 66

fenewr sellenss QTGN OTERTAITSEHSSTET
ampelwed AbFmeraer

- u. @embufld 70
urswwsCarerfl erend FmEHrarFbLbS T
Gp swws SmpLy

- & ursfluel o 72
Impact on the Women's Participation in
Rural Development in Thanjavur (Dt.)

- S. Shanthi & A. Meenakshi 77
SDLITTIOTWERTD: LITeusTenTLSHled LjeoLiLi(Hid
ST LesTLIT®H
- @ &Uywerflwer & L. LT @HS6 80

Feminine Discourse and Social Conflicts in

Shashi Deshpande’s Roots and Shadows
- A. Mohamed Sujainkhan & K. Karthikeyan 87

UDETEID 2-or&Gh wpSHled b
- & QergewCGram 93

Each generation imagines
itself to be more intelligent
than the one that went
before it and wiser than the
one that comes after it.
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Forget not that the earth delights to feel your bare feet and the winds long to play
with your hair.

— Khalil Gibran

Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.

— Albert Einstein

If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere.
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— Laura Ingalls Wilder
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ABSTRACT

Bharati Mukherjee has travelled widely and she invariably talks about exile, expatriation, assimilation, immigra-
tion and cultural negotiation. In the process of evolution as a diasporic writer, her views have changed over the
years. As the readers move from her early novels to the later novels, they can perceive the progression of immi-
grant sensibility in her writings. Her writing begins exile, moves on to expatriation, then to assimilation and later to
translation and cultural hybridity. Bharati Mukherjee’s novels have a female centrality. She portrays the transfor-
mation of women when they pass through the process of immigration. True to life, her women protagonists deal
with the problems of loneliness, despair and alienation. The terms immigrant and expatriate in general refer to per-
sons who live outside their own country either by choice or otherwise. But in the works of Bharati Mukherjee these
two terms assume distinct connotations. The immigrant willingly transforms herself to fit in and absorb the best in
the host culture. The immigrant experience therefore becomes a transformative process of the self in its relation to
society. This paper attempts to the expatriate on the other hand is more a reluctant entrant into the new culture and
finds it hard to let go a familiar way of life.

Key Words: Diaspora, Immigration, Expatriation and Alienation.
Introduction

Today people are migrating to different parts of the world for one reason or the other. From India too, millions of
people have migrated to various alien lands under forced exiles or self-imposed exiles. Some of them have made a
mark in the field of writing. These immigrant writers reflect, on the one hand, their attachment to the motherland
and on the other hand their feeling of alienation and rootlessness. They suffer from psychic trauma and haunting
presence of their lost homeland. The land of their birth and also suffer from the anguish of reinventing home in the
land of their choice.

The diasporic writings which are also known as expatriate writings or immigrant writings largely give voice to the
traumatic experiences of the writers, Diasporic writers are on the rack owing to the clash of two cultures or the
racial discrimination they undergo. Immigration proves to be a pleasant experience only to few immigrants who
succeed in assimilating themselves with the new geographical, cultural, social and psychological environment. To
most of the diasporic writers, immigration is not a delectable experience. They often find themselves sandwiched
between two cultures. The feeling of nostalgia, a sense of loss and anxiety to reinvent home obsess them which
find expression, consciously or unconsciously in their writings. Homi K. Bhabha describes the diasporic identity
created from “the great history of the languages and landscapes of migration and diaspora” (235). He asserts that
the essential between of diasporic community plays an important role in creating the diasporic identity.

The diasporic human is like an Indian bride who leaves her home to her husband’s home where she can be happy if
she gets love and security of her parental home. The bride becomes unhappy if she misses it. She adopts her new
home and adapts herself to the new environment. If circumstances become adverse, she weeps, longing for her
parental home. On the other hand, love and security make her forget her original home. Whatever may be the cir-
cumstances, she cannot disassociate herself with her parents and other things related to them.

Migrants never go alone they may be empty-handed but not empty-minded. Because they carry with them the tra-
ditions and ceremonies whichever remain imprinted on their mindset in the form of socio-cultural baggage. Identi-
ty gives sense of personal belonging which plays a vital role in making decision-related to one’s way of thinking
with the people and the world to differ or be identical. No doubt, the concept of identity, in the post-colonial con-
text is intrinsic and unitary it is viewed from the modernist angle. But multiple identities that never remain static
because of their variable nature.

During the 1980s under the impact of globalization and liberalization, there was a rapid increase inhuman migra-
tion and expatriation to both, developed and developing countries across the world. Diasporic writings, an offshoot
of migration and expatriation search for the lost roots in dislocation, alienation and homelessness. The thrust of this
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genre is to device consolation or to experience empathy
with the vanished homeland or a strong craving to re-
claim the lost homeland.

Diasporic literature intends to probe the loss that has
occurred, acceptance and rejection suffered and the
perpetual struggle of the immigrants to establish identi-
ty in the host country and at the same time, to preserve
the lost contact. This immigrant experience Charu Shar-
ma and Priyanka Sood Said.... pain and agony of home-
lessness, displacement and relocation, the split between
the native homeland and the adopted nation, the bicul-
tural pull between the donor and recipient cultures and
the emotional fragmentation between two identities
(qtd. in Rana and Saxena 91).

American society is made up of people who either came
themselves or their fore fathers came from various
countries. The interaction between cultures and men
from other countries, the ideals which led them to the
United States, their struggles and pursuits gave Ameri-
can society its culture and tradition. The United States
of America is enriched by them. Bharathi Mukherjee
herself is one such immigrant who has assimilated into
the American ethos. She writes about people who have
left their countries for various reasons and come to
America with their hopes, aspirations, struggles, aliena-
tion, pain and trauma. Bharati Mukherjee writes about
her experience in the society of immigrants and the new
generations of people, who have come chasing the
American dream, through the voice of her characters.

Bharati Mukherjee contribution to diasporic literature
lies in her significant analysis of cultural collision in the
The Tiger’s Daughter, disillusionment in Wife, assimi-
lation in Jasmine, cultural translation in The Holder of
the World, cultural identity in Leave it to Me. She takes
up these seven strands of immigrant experience and
creates various models of expatriates and immigrants.
Cross cultural confrontation in the novels of Bharati
Mukherjee becomes an artistic expression of both cul-
tural loss and gain, a redefining of cultural identity,
cultural syncretism and a definite provisioning of the
American national identity. Bharati Mukherjee’s immi-
grant ideology undergoes the process of evolution and
her immigrant politics is also ever changing along with
the growth of the artist and her personality.

The protagonists and the significant characters in Bha-
rati Mukherjee’s novels are women — Tara, Dimple,
Jasmine, Hannah Easton, Cartwright, Beigh Masters,
Bhagmati and Devi Dee. All these women are immi-
grants who have crossed the blurring borders, trans-
formed themselves, redefined the role of women in so-
ciety, and like Jasmine and Hannah have become wom-
en warriors. Hannah Easton, a woman from strict puri-
tan background falls passionately in love with Raja
Jadav Singh and meets Aurangzeb on a peace mission.
In the same way, a widow from Hasnapur walks hand
with Taylor to explore new territories at the end of the
narrative. Bharati Mukherjee’s message in the choice of
women as central characters in all her novels is very
clear. As women have experienced displacements and
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dislocations in personal lives; they are better suited for
adaptability in an alien culture.

Bharati Mukherjee had no regrets about her decision to
immigrants to the United States. Canada and the United
States have very different ways of treating new comers,
very different responses to the threat of de-
Europeanization, she told Sybil Steinberg and here di-
versity is accepted. The melting pot helps the newcomer
to feel more welcome. And she proudly announces
“after all I am the melting pot lady” (Tandon 24). Yet,
In spite of the primary realities of Canada, space and
cold made to continue to make impression on the writ-
ers. The cold unfriendliness of a foreign land is not go-
ing to drive the immigrants away. They are determined
to endure hardships until they are accepted, until in fact,
Canada is no longer a white country.

Fredric Jameson rightly pointed out: If we do not
achieve some general sense of a cultural dominant, then
we fall back into a view of present history as sheer het-
erogeneity, random difference, a coexistence of a host
of distinct forces whose affectivity is undesirable
(Jameson 6). This new capitalistic culture which has
emerged in post-modern period is an outcome of Amer-
ican dominance as he convincingly put it; post modern
culture is the internal and super structural expression of
a whole wave of American military and economic dom-
ination throughout the world (5).

Now-a-days the problem of migration is different from
that of the pre-historic and early times. Today people
are leaving their countries willingly under certain mo-
tives for the satisfaction of some personal ambitions.
But in early times in was not migration at all, it was the
transportation of Third World people as laborer to a
slave Island. That is why today people migrate only
with a part of the total culture in which so long as they
remained at home, they participated. Therefore, their
adjustment in a different social, religious, economic and
political milieu is not as pathetic as was that of the early
émigrés, because of the former’s education and deter-
mination. In early time, people were more or less illit-
erate and their illiteracy was the reason behind their
nostalgia.

The process of migration to America that started in mid
-nineteenth century has reached a new high in terms of
immigrant population within a span of one hundred
years. People from all over the world are drawn towards
this country for a variety of reasons. Not with standing
their intention, those who choose to stay on and finally
settle down, experience qualitative cultural transporta-
tion which with men of letters gets appropriated in their
works. Bharati Mukherjee’s creative world best mani-
fests immigrant experience which can be advantageous-
ly analysed in the light of the making of her artist to be
discussed in this study.

Dimple, the protagonist of Bharati Mukherjee’s Wife,
migrates to the United States with her husband Amit, an
Engineer from IIT, Kharagpur, while Amit is engrossed
in amassing money like every other Indian expatriate in
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the novel; Dimple is in pursuit of happiness and inde-
pendence. Since Dimple enters to United States abrupt-
ly, without any mental preparation, the shock is too
much for her. She has difficulties in understanding the
cultural codes of the country. She does not want to turn
to the Indian expatriates living in the United States for
emotional support as she understands the inadequacies
of their style of life. Dimple is caught between the stage
of expatriation and the stage of immigration; between
the Ballygunje ghetto of expatriates and the Manhattan
enclave of immigrants. She is also torn between the
traditional role model of a submissive self-effacing In-
dian wife and the new role model of an assertive inde-
pendent wife offered by the West. But at a particular
stage, she establishes contact with the host culture. She
builds bridges between the Indian expatriates and the
host culture. But, in the absence of a good facilitator
and adequate knowledge to help her encounter the alien
reality, she has access only to the televised version of
the alternate reality. She eventually succumbs to social
and cultural pressures and ultimately becomes a disillu-
sioned expatriate.

In Bharati Mukherjee’s novel, Wife the problem be-
tween Dimple and her husband Amit Basu is one of
communication and an inability to come to terms with
reality. Maya is a born rebel who cannot conform to
society’s dictates even in such a matter as the dress
code, who finds one in tune with her sensitive personal-
ity and tastes. Dimple is a far simpler character whose
dreams are purely materialistic. All she wants out of life
is a marriage to a neurosurgeon and the luxuries of con-
sumer society. She marries Amit, an Engineer, who
wants to immigrate to USA the golden land of oppor-
tunity. Her drab surroundings in Calcutta (present Kol-
kata) fill her with frustration but there is a difference in
the quality of existential anguish experienced by Maya
and the more pedestrian sense of frustration felt by
Dimple.

Bharati Mukherjee’s Dimple reminds one of Arun
Joshi’s Sindi and Anita Desai’s Maya. Like Sindi and
Maya, her problem lay within herself. Maya, the pro-
tagonist of Anita Desai’s Cry, The Peacock, struggles
for the articulation of her stifled desires and smothered
voice but Sindi finds his life dogged by an eerie sensa-
tion of rootlessness. All the casual resemblances be-
tween Bharati Mukherjee and the other expatriate and
immigrant novelists is but peripheral. No doubt there is
a thematic resemblance in the treatment of the problem
of rootlessness and expatriation, but her approach and
artistic execution is totally different from V.S. Naipaul
and Kamala Markandaya (Swain 117).

Bharati Mukherjee takes up the life of the Indian Immi-
grants in the United States of America as the subject
matter of most of her novels. In her novels, she explores
the theme of immigration and transformation. The im-
migrants have one desire in common that is to settle
permanently in America. So, as immigrants they under-
go a process of adjustment and transformation of their
personalities. She journeys through the different phases
such as, “the phases of expatriation, transition and im-
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migration. Her works reveal her embattlements with
ethos, cultures and people of the country where she was
born and the land of her immigration” (Chandra and
Prema 86-92).

An examination of the works of Bharati Mukherjee
reveals a movement from expatriation to immigration.
This movement coincides with her migration from Can-
ada to the U.S.A. That is, Bharati Mukherjee’s interpre-
tation of and reaction to her experience in Canada led
her to see herself as an expatriate and this theme of ex-
patriation is reflected in her writings in Canada. In the
U.S.A. there is a growing recognition of herself as on
immigrant with on increasingly strong attachment to the
U.S.A. and this experience of immigration is reflected
in her writings in the U.S.A. (Gomez 25).

A cross-cultural condition erupts when the people of
two cultural groups come in closer contacts. What they
bring nearer, along with some other notions, is their
willingness in parting which their much-sustained total-
ity of heritage, habits, customs and artifacts. On the
other hand, the same groups would be reluctant in ac-
cepting the others’ conventions and customs. Even if
these groups predispose, they cannot merge the diver-
gent cultural identities. This chiefly occurs due to the
individual’s strong indigenous psycho-cultural back-
ground, which puts him or her at the social crossroads.
Still, on the most of occasions, the compulsions of shar-
ing the existence overcome such dimensions.

At this cross-cultural juncture, the immigrant writers
like Bharati Mukherjee come up with specific purposes.
For instance, she attempts to delineate the life of the
immigrant minority community, which adapts to the
patterns of the multicultural American life. With this,
she tries to find a general moral centre of the lives of
different communities. That is why Bharati Mukherjee
strongly identifies herself as an American writer writing
about the twentieth century Americans — the native peo-
ple as well as the immigrants. She quite naturally pre-
fers to be called an American Bengali Indian origin.
Thus her personal viewpoints on multiculturalism, rac-
ism and other social motifs are reflected in her works,
more precisely in Wife.

Bharati Mukherjee’s Wife is significant as it shows
clashing cultures. Dimple wants to change into an
American and clear all her traditional Indian ways. She
expects her husband to be a more reasonable man. The
protagonist in wife is extremely an immature girl who
dreams of marriage which will bring freedom and love.
She is not clear about the concepts of freedom and love.
She is married off to an average, unimaginative young
Engineer who aspires to set foot in America for making
a fortune. Dimple after her marriage feel that freedom
too has its limitations. Her fantasy life is shattered by a
new home, in laws and ever her husband. She even goes
to the extent of aborting because she wants to start life
afresh in America.

Dimple wants to break through the traditional taboos of
a wife. She wishes for freedom and love in marriage.
She is entrapped between two cultures and aspires for
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third one, her imaginative world. She is uprooted from
her world and projected into a social vacuum where the
media becomes her surrogate community, her global
village. She declines to steer the normal path of life that
has tendency for diversions. She is unhappy and un-
cared and engages in dialogue with herself. She strives
to find vision in her life by voicing the voiceless.

Bharati Mukherjee portrays quite vividly the prepara-
tions for Dimple’s marriage and her endless waiting for
a husband in her house at Rash Behari Avenue.
Through this depiction, Bharati Mukherjee demon-
strates the truth that marriage is the only source of re-
demption for a woman in a patriarchal society. The
societal orientation for a girl child begins very early in
her life and like any other average Indian girl she waits
for her marriage, the only big event in a woman’s life.
It is Ironic that a woman is a passive participant even in
her marriage. Bharati Mukherjee’s Wife opens with the
line, “Dimple Dasgupta had set her heart on marrying a
neurosurgeon, but her father was looking for Engineers
in the matrimonial ads” (W 3).

As usual only the wishes of the parents are fulfilled.
This is the first of a series of disappointments in Dim-
ple’s life. Since marriage, as an event, has been blown
out of proportion in Indian society, marrying off a
daughter becomes an arduous task for the parents. In
the opening section of the novel, the Dasgupta’s frantic
efforts to find a suitable boy are seen. Mr. Dasgupta
scans the matrimonial columns of papers for the ideal
boy. He circles advertisements and bargains on the
phone with, “Her father still circled ads for “the ideal
boy”; he talked on the phone with the forced, conspira-
torial gaiety of a desperate man trying to bargain” (W
10). He checks horoscopes, makes preliminary enquir-
ies about dowry requirements and arranges bridge
viewing. “Mr. Dasgupta look a month’s leave from
work to complete the negotiations and pull of the wed-
ding” (W 14).

Mrs. Dasgupta, like any other mother, plays the second-
ary role of goading her husband to expedite that her
father will find her, “Just wait and see; your father will
find you an outstanding husband. But only if you stop
frowning, frowning gives you wrinkles” (W 4). The
mother prepares almond paste to improve her complex-
ion, “Instead she prescribed pre-bath mustard oil mas-
sages, ground almond and honey packs, ping-pong,
homeopathic pills and prayers to Lord Shiva, the Di-
vine husband” (W 5). She tore Dimple’s order form
into very small pieces. More weeks passed. Dimples
intractable body reported no change. She assures that
she will make of real woman.

Considering Wife Dimple’s identity is that of an ordi-
nary girl, not the hard-working type. She is married to
Amit Basu — it is an arranged marriage. She thinks mar-
riage, “Marriage would bring her freedom, cocktail
parties on carpeted lawns, fund raising dinners for no-
ble charities. Marriage would bring her love” (W 3).
Marriage, she was sure, would free her, fill her with
passion. Discreet and virgin, she waited for real life to
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begin (W 13).

Bharati Mukherjee takes up deep into the mind of Dim-
ple as she makes a transition from being single to mar-
rying a husband chosen by her father. It also depicts the
transitional situation of living in the familiar surround-
ings of Calcutta to moving to the perceived violent city
of New York. As the novel progresses, Dimple hidden
unstable personality reveals itself leaving the reader
shocked, yet filled with wonder and delight. The pro-
tagonist Dimple is characterized as a young, naive Indi-
an woman, who tries to reconcile the Bengali ideal of
the perfect, passive wife with the demands of her new
American life.

Dimple’s character as a wife stands in striking contrast
to Rukmani’s in Kamala Markandaya’s Nectar in a
Sieve. Rukmani never forgets that a woman’s place is
by the side of her husband. Though her family back-
ground is better than her husband’s, she accepts his
wishes as hers and completely submits to her husband.
She is a model of Indian wife who represents the vir-
tues of docility and submissiveness. Dimple is not only
wife who wants to be free from the nuptial bond. There
are numerous instances of wives revolting against the
institution of marriage. But none of them follows the
path as Dimple does. For instance, Indu in Shashi
Deshpande’s Roots and Shadows, takes a bold decision
to create her own life. Nora in Ibsen’s 4 Doll’s House,
breaks the bond of marriage by slamming the door
against her husband and starts the search for her indi-
vidual freedom.

Amit wants to stroke parrots because they are cute,
little, harmless, caged birds which can be trained to
mimic our words. Beautiful birds with clipped wings
which can imitate human speech are agreeable compan-
ions to Amit. Symbolically, Amit is willing to show
love and care to Dimple provided she imitates literally
and metaphorically Amit’s ways. He wants to see her
imprisoned in the cage of matrimony; conversely, Amit
hates crows which are ravenous, frightful, scavenger
birds. Crows are never reared at homes like parrots and
pigeons. Moreover, they cannot be trained to imitate
human speech. In other words, Amit wants a woman or
wife who can follow accepted patriarchal values with-
out any indication of independent thinking. Though the
Idea of living in Africa or North America terrifies her,
she is ready to go with her husband to any country of
his choice. Dimple makes sincere efforts to fit into the
new role of a wife, yet she finds it hard to do so. She is
not happy in a horrid, dingy apartment on Dr. Sarat
Banerjee Road, where every act of hers is to please
others. In the joint family system, individual freedom is
almost always sacrificed for collective good.

A few weeks after marriage, to her great shock and
dismay, Amit confesses, “I always thought I’d marry a
tall girl. You know the kind I mean, one mater sixty-
one or sixty-two centimeters, tall and slim, also convent
-educated, fluent in English” (W 26). Since Dimple
cannot do anything about her height, she makes efforts
to improve her English, There was nothing she could
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do about her height except stand straight and dress wise-
ly. But what excuse could she offer him for her spoken
English? When his bus had turned the corner, she stole
the Basic conversational English from a mildewed book-
case in the living room. (W 26) There is no private space
for Amit and Dimple so Amit takes her out to restaurants
like Kwality’s, “She heard Amit talking in a strange,
furry whisper. He wanted her to call him Mit or Mitu,
and Sit even closer’sbut she could not hear herself
speak” (W 21).

The two marry much against each other’s wishes for the
reason that Amit Basu wanted Miss Meena Sen, that
wonderful lady, while Dimple wanted to marry someone,
a surgeon rich enough to look after her. Unfortunately
one day unable to be involved in a bribery case, Amit
resigns and soon, the couples immigrate to New York
where they stay at Jyoti and Meena Sen’s house. During
this early phase of life Dimple is never happy. She is
often struck by mental disorders and she attempts for
suicide. No surprise, Dimple day dreams. She hates peo-
ple, entertains movie stars, walks through fire for love,
and takes the myths of her culture for literal truths. Look
at the following lines: But she hated all the Basus; her
body swelled violently with unvented hate. In her day
dreams, neurosurgeons gave way to sinister abortionists,
men with broken teeth and dirty fingers, who dug into
her body in a dark, suburban garage. She was obsessed
by those imaginary men (W 33). She does not even love
Amit Basu. Dimple has a subterranean streak of vio-
lence. She is uprooted from her family and familiar
world and projected into a social vacuum where the me-
dia become her surrogate community. The height of her
abnormality reaches when she skips her way to abortion.

Dimple has no remorse of her action and gets relieved on
the pretext that she will no longer carry any relics from
her past life to the United States. This cruel action shows
how the dream of migration brings out the moral degen-
eration of Dimple. Rosanne Klass comments, For an
Indian wife, childlessness is a disaster, pregnancy the
achievement that seals her status. To overturn such in-
grained values would involve a major emotional upheav-
al; yet Dimple acts on the vaguest aid, most defined im-
pulses, and think more about it (qtd. in Sharma 381).

Amit silences her whenever Dimple expresses her curi-
osity about Americans. That is mainly responsible for
turning Dimple inward. At parties, Amit is not out going
like Bijoy and Ina. He does not feel comfortable in the
company of American guests in parties. So he often
bounces back to the company of Meena and Jyoti Sen.
But, Amit has a few strategies to survive in an alien cul-
ture. He has a ready-reckoner of American words like
frontier justice; crisis management, challenging, con-
structive and inner confrontation which will help him
communicate with Americans very effectively. However,
he does not show interest either in imbibing American
culture or in contributing to American culture.

In the United States, Dimple expresses her wonder and
attraction for big cars, television, lovely furniture, rugs,
Teflon Coated iron and queen sized bet, etc. Even sugar
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is, “The sugar was beautiful: very fine, very white, with-
out stone chips or ants” (W 57). Dimple’s enthusiasm to
explore the new culture is frustrated by her first attempt
at shopping on Queens. On the third day of her arrival in
the United States, Dimple goes out with Meena and get
tea bags. On the way back home, she wants to buy
cheesecake for dessert. While Meena and Archana stay
outside, Dimple enters Schwartz’s Deli, walks past the
glass cases filled with pickles, Salads, hanging Salamis,
pink roast beef and asks for five hundred grams of
cheesecake. The shopkeeper thinks that she is deliberate-
ly insulting him by asking for cheesecake in a meat shop.
“Now you go across the street to the German. That nice
German Fella will sell you a ton of cheesecake” (W 60).
Thus, in her very first attempt to negotiate with the host
culture, Dimple gets caught in the cross-fire of American
snobbishness she does not understand.

In the first part in Manhattan, Dimple understands that
she has not entered a new country or culture but merely
an extension of Bengali community in New York. The
Indian expatriates’ orientation of Dimple to a new life-
style is marked by their narrow parochial notions. Dim-
ple’s dream of working in the United States is deferred
when Amit refuses to let her work for Vinod Khanna.
Naturally, television becomes the only source of enter-
tainment for Dimple. In this futile search for a job, Amit
gets depressed and develops all kinds of complexes. The
mood swings of Amit dampen Dimple’s happiness and
enthusiasm. She wanted Amit to be infallible, intracta-
ble, god like, but with boyish charm; wanted him to find
a job so that after a decent number of years he could take
his savings and retire with her to a three story house in
Ballygunje park. (W 88-89) But to her great disappoint-
ment, Amit seems, “Here in New York, Amit seemed to
have collapsed inwardly, to have grown, frail and shab-
by” (W 88).

Dimple learns that violence is an inevitable aspect of life
in New York. There were frequent announcements of
murders in newspapers, car, and radio and in casual con-
versations. They bring a sort of restlessness and frustra-
tion in her. With an increased eccentricity, she starts, she
was sitting up in bed with her face on her drawn-up
keens and beating Amits back with her fists (W 86), only
early in the morning as he was snoring in the bed. She
observes a magazine, which says: “Express yourself in
your surroundings. Discover your own grand passion and
indulge it to excess. Then simplify the rest, throw out, be
ruthless. That’s the secret to happiness” (W 87).

Dimple in obsessed with the reaction to violence and the
talk about murders. To her, men had baby faces and
hooded eyes. She lay in bed; afraid to close her eyes and
miss the men treading softly on the wall-to-wall-carpet,
lay awake with her eyes fixed on the ceiling and the
sheet drawn up to her chin. She envied other’s sleeping
because she thought of sleeping bodies as corpses. She
also thinks of her husband as unreal like all sleeping peo-
ple in her disturbed state of mind. She starts drifting
away from him. She contemplates violence and killing.
She looks for a justification for the act: “Talking about
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murders in America was like talking about weather, and
she was glad that an elderly couple had been fatally
shot on a fishing trip so that she did not have to feel
guilty about Amit” (W 99).

Dimple comes to know about the television only on the
day of her entrance at Sen’s apartment. “Dimple had
never seen television; she prayed that someone would
turn it on” (W 54). Dimple’s mind is excessively influ-
enced by the television. Television becomes her world
and she loses touch with reality. She cannot distinguish
between what she sees on the television and real life.
The murders and death, which she sees on the televi-
sion, “Dimple went to bed. She did not want to watch
television; it was becoming the voice of madness” (W
176). The murdering of Amit is an assertion of her
American identity. It is an American somehow; the
extravagance of the scheme delighted her, made her feel
very American somehow, almost like a character in a
TV series. Amits tragedy was that he lacked extrava-
gance; he persevered in the immigrant virtues of cau-
tion and cunning (W 195).

One night after watching television programme, Dimple
accompanied Amit to the kitchen. She thought that the
situation was proper to inform him about the relation-
ship she had with Milt Glassar. He sat on the counter
and spilled sugar on the counter, which irritated her.
She thought that it was impossible to live with him
watching him spilling sugar. She came very closer to
him with knife in her hand, She touched the mole very
lightly and let her fingers draw a circle around the de-
lectable spot, then she brought her right hand up and
with the knife stabbed the magical circle one, twice,
seven times, each time a little harder until the milk in
the bowl of cereal was a pretty pink and the flakes were
mushy and would have embarrassed any advertiser ....
(W 212) By this, the lady betrays and murders her hus-
band as she is misled by the popular American culture.

It is evident from the study of the novel Wife that Dim-
ple was infected with neurosis and the violent atmos-
phere prevailing in an alien culture aggravated the vio-
lence in her. It is very fair to say that if Dimple had
stayed in India along with her family. She would not
have gone against Indian tradition and somehow or oth-
er she would have learned to cope with her frustrations.
Thus the novel brings out the disillusionment of Dimple
in her married life and the identity crisis suffered by her
due to her immigration to United States of America.

The protagonist of Bharati Mukherjee’s Wife Dimple
devises ten different ways to end her life. She becomes
schizophrenic, sees her body and soul part. She fails to
differentiate between the reel life and the real life. She
emotionally breaks down and Amit fails to note that.
No matter how hard Dimple tries to assimilate the alien
culture, the Indian values lying dominant within her
condemn her regarding the extra marital relationship
with Milt. Her deterioration is complete, when in an
almost dream like state, she kills her husband.

Dimple would not have undergone such humiliations,
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had she stayed in India. She would have learnt to recon-
cile herself to her frustrations. She would not have be-
come murderess. In fact, there is no wonder in her be-
coming a murderess as in America, “That was the trou-
ble with people like Leni and Ina who believed in
frankness, happiness, freedom; they lacked tolerance,
and they abhorred discussions about the weather” (W
16). Bharati Mukherjee has thus portrayed the cross-
cultural confrontation through the character Dimple in
her second novel Wife in a straight forward manner and
uncultured style which sounds perfectly plausible.

At the end of the novel Wife, Ina’s American boy friend
Mr. Milt Glassers’ frequent visit to her house changed
her. She enjoys all the prohibited freedom. Her spirit
rebels start going out with Ina and Milt wearing purple
tinted, sun glasses, typical of Americans as a disguise,
borrowed from the West. Her gloom grows as day pass
by. Dimple was very much impressed by the character
of Milt Glasser. She went shopping, to eat pizza with
him. She thought in the hands of him. She felt that she
was safer than ever before. The friendship became clos-
er, He wrapped his enormous arm around her cold
shoulders; it was a cool protective arm, through she
couldn’t draw any closer to his body. “Dimple I’d like
to look after you. You need some looking after. (W
199) These words from Milt made Dimple very much
fond of Milt and she thought that after marriage Amit
had not mentioned word like this.

A woman’s immigrant experience is bound to be differ-
ent from that of a man. A woman’s journey is in search
of love, happiness and independence. A woman is bet-
ter suited for adapting herself to another culture, be-
cause she has undergone the process of others in her
own culture. She has experienced marginalization and
discrimination right from her birth. Moreover, a woman
has experienced the process of dislocation and reloca-
tion in her own culture as a woman. She is displaced at
every stage of her life. Initially, she is housed in her
parents’ place, after marriage, she is relocated in her in-
laws’ place; in old age she is resettled in her children’s
home. Despite such inherent, built-in adaptability in
Dimple’s self, and exposure to dislocation in her life in
India, she fumbles a lot in the United States and turns
violent.

The main question remains: where do Amit and Dimple
belong in the expatriate or immigrant divide? His ideol-
ogy and life style confirm that he is a through-bred ex-
patriate. His mission in the United States is to earn
money. His dream is to return to India and settle down
in a posh locality in Calcutta. Well steeped in expatriate
sensibility, he easily slips into the company of Indian
expatriates in Queens. From first day onwards, Amit is
worried about his job. He is quite oblivious of the cul-
ture in which he lives. His mindset has been well
moulded by other expatriate in Queens. He does not
express any wonder or surprise at the bigness of Ameri-
ca. He does not know how to interrogate or negotiate
with American reality for cultural space. Like any other
Indian expatriate, he lives on the fringes of American
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society.

Naturally, his experience in America is quite limited. It
does not broaden his perspective and therefore it does
not open up new avenues for him. He acts and reacts
like an average expatriate. He does not want to send
Dimple for a job in Khanna’s Emporium. As a male
chauvinist, Amit snubs Dimple every time he gets an
opportunity. He tells Khanna who has been pressing
Amit to send Dimple for a job that Dimple cannot count
two and two and that she will ruin this business in a
fortnight.

The character Dimple also means that a slight smile on
one’s face but ironically the Indian wife is not happy as
her name. Dimple’s joyful name is subverted by a series
of oppressions she meets within both India and America
and her violent murdering of her husband is to seek
freedom. Although family, marriage or prophetic fate
forces than to exile, at the end Bharati Mukherjee and
her characters dominate their fate and decide a place to
live in. In this novel Wife, Bharati Mukherjee has con-
centrated on the female protagonist’s disillusionment in
her life. The cultural conflict leads her to psychic disor-
der. She depicts the disorienting and dehumanizing ef-
fects of Urban American Society. The novel is an anal-
ysis of neurotic woman’s responses to conjugal life and
its problems. Bharati Mukherjee has explored the psy-
chological recesses of an immigrant. Dimple’ splintered
-self finds solution to her problems only in murdering
her husband. By stabbing her husband, she becomes a
victim of expatiation and also victim of neurosis.

Even though there is much scope for deeper psycholog-
ical analysis of the central character, Bharati Mukherjee
is content with a superficial presentation. This short-
coming in the novel is quite oblivious. However, Bhara-
ti Mukherjee’s Wife has a special place in her fictional
world mainly because it depicts the plight of an Indian
expatriate woman and wife very vividly. Her own ex-
patriate experience in Canada and in the United States
has given greater authenticity to the narrative. The
artist’s total control over the progression of events im-
plies autobiographical echoes in the novel. Dimple’s
story of a disillusioned expatriate certainly prepares the
stage for the story of Jasmine, an assimilated immigrant
and expatriate.

Conclusion

Bharati Mukherjee deals with multicultural society-
partly from inside and partly from outside. She strives
for her native identity and simultaneously endeavours to
evolve a new identity in an adopted Canadian and
American cultural landscape. In this clash of cultures,
she faces an immigrant’s cross-cultural confrontation,
dislocation, displacement, and cultural identity. Bharati
Mukherjee explores such complicated issues as expatri-
ation, immigration and transformation, hope and the
myths of India, Canada and America. Her scope is
broad, looking at the consequences of large cultural
conflicts, identity and socio-political issues for the peo-
ple and individuals in India, Canada and the United
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States. The Indo-American Diasporas Bharati Mukher-
jee documents the trauma of her protagonists in differ-
ent contexts. She examines her characters’ struggles,
anxieties and biases to chronicles, the nuances and de-
tails of immigrant psychology and behaviour.

Bharati Mukherjee’s life with its dislocations and dis-
placements, explains her compulsive interest in record-
ing the immigrant experience in her fiction. Her experi-
ences in India, Canada and America have left an indeli-
ble mark in her sensibility as a person and also an artist.
She identifies herself an American not because she is
ashamed of her past or Indian origin but because her
whole adult life has been lived in the United States. Her
artistic agenda is to write about immigrants who are
going through the process of making a home in the
United States. She constantly exhorts the readers to
renegotiate the immigrants’ homeland. She writes in the
tradition of the immigrant experience rather than the
nostalgia of expatriation.
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I go to nature to be soothed and
healed, and to have my senses put in
order.

— John Burroughs
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The sun, with all those planets revolving
around it and dependent on it, can still
ripen a bunch of grapes as if it had
nothing else in the universe to do.

— Galileo Galilei

Study nature, love nature, stay close to
nature. It will never fail you.

— Frank Lloyd Wright

All my life through, the new sights of
Nature made me rejoice like a child.

— Marie Curie
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For most of history, man has had to fight nature to survive:
in this century he is beginning to realize that, in order to survive,
he must protect it.

— Jacques-Yves Cousteau
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What I do today is important
because I am exchanging a day
of my life for it.

— Hugh Mulligan
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Each generation imagines itself to
be more intelligent than the one
that went before it and wiser than
the one that comes after it.

—George Orwell

Mistakes are a fact of life. It is the
response to the error that counts.

— Nikki Giovanni

76

[71yid Ldas Clemjéd]]

Cpwid, o6y, By, Fos L Suenon blbs

SpiyLenr ey adamHeusTs  (LPEOEEGIT a6

urLadlédr ifluiepg Sps.

QarELiyer

o als ampalhEe oigliumLwura PEQaid
g1 Qevalu@SsLILr (HeTaTe.

afmar  sallowgs Gerelulled ows Geiis
Wlemen eurpaller xaitcusslan auruileons alleré

Suwy@remmy.
o wravaf ampalle soLlSlgss  Ceuaigw
RUESD, e, [BLL, LaNsCrwid, Feg,

soall o fwueaipeap owsrs allarsSw@ranTy.
e saall arders obleyd o@D CuGerm
G eTad FmSmy.
srar@Qpeir allerésid
1. NfleGLraller ssaiéd semEs&lwid, L.226
2. sflurallen sharews slp eysrrs, L.1105

3. &.Caauflyweafue LSOO EpssamaE BIOSET, L.
209.

4. 5. pmCssar Qeeailud QasSws CepOpM, L. 45.
5. @imbss wmslue, walGuame, L.27.

6. GHT. LTENSSAUTESE, BIAIDENSSH0E PPOWPD 2 6y

W, L.72.

7. dmsena @alu LfGupes) e ey, L.414.

8. sL.@rroprse LpUQUTmT Qeuatrum wree’, U, 13.
SlerTHID LI 1q uied

1. ombss wmsliud, wallGosme, Guer LSLSD,
sLflroaiuyrd, srers@y, 2014

2. Qumoprser, &,  Upl@ur@mer  GeuamTumbomane,
Sj@Tanmoamals Uasmadspsd, 2003.
3. sflureller  shsraws sl smd:slp  sOp

padlon oermdl, wasouding, 1992.

4. sufipwefwer, &.Ca., uSQaem Spssamrss EIOSET
apawd GOgelejemryd, wafamrss) uSliusDd, GQsamer,
2012.

5. dmé@ner- LACLWST oy, e ey,
2013.

6. IfleCrraflenr saeum sarehéwind, Qsr@d 3, o abs
allsLer Ltiefagen, 2007.

7.

LTENSEEUTESEE, @M., BIEIOENESHG®S  EPOLPLD
o @b, 2 om Ugliugh, Qeema.
8. wmCssan, &., Qsaiallwe  Qosdws  CQepOpo,

Arregarm uSllush, Qedmer, 2014.

The best way to predict the
future is to create it.

-Peter F. Drucker

iflor @oré@ 17 : 3 M&6CLmui 2023



ISSN 2320-4842

IMPACT ON THE WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN RURAL
DEVELOPMENT IN THANJAVUR (Dt.)

S. SHANTHI

Ph.D. Research Scholar (Ref.N0.306939/Ph.D.K3/History/FT/April 2018/Extn./Dt:21.04.2023)
Dr. A. MEENAKSHI

Assistant Professor, P.G. and Research Department of History,

Kunthavai Naachiyar Government Arts College for Women (Autonomous) (Affiliated to
Bharathidasan University), Thanjavur 613 507

ABSTRACT

The goal of rural development is to improve the social, political, and economic conditions of rural residents. Be-
cause the government must carry out the developmental activities with their cooperation, public participation in
rural development is essential. The local government is viewed as a vehicle for welfare and development pro-
grammes. The process of raising the status of in history oppressed women in culture on the social, economic, and
supporting levels is known as women's empowerment. It involves establishing a general population in which wom-
en can live freely, separation, mistreatment, free from the worry, mistreatment and mistreatment in general that
comes with being a woman in a historically male-dominated organization. In order to guarantee women's participa-
tion in political decision-making, advocates for women's rights frequently suggest empowering women through
legislation. In addition to giving women a voice in the historically male-dominated sociopolitical system and start-
ing an important conversation about issues that directly affect them, such a strategy provides women with a safe
space to speak out against gender inequality, sexual exploitation, and other related issues. This is the fundamental
basis for strengthening women's voices in the rural people through the panchayat raj institutions with particular
reference to the Thanjavur district.

Keywords: Empowerment, Women, Panchayat, Underprivileged and Upliftment.
1.0. INTRODUCTION

The social and economic fabric of many developing Asian countries is being severely strained by the widening
socioeconomic gap between rural and urban areas. The importance of rural development is frequently emphasised
for these and other reasons, among others. The majority of emerging nations' officials recognise its importance and
have put in place numerous programmes and strategies to achieve their objectives for rural development. While
some of these countries have made exceptional progress, others have not been able to significantly reduce the issue
of enduring rural underdevelopment.

India has been a welfare state since gaining its independence, with the welfare of its many citizens serving as the
primary objective of all governmental endeavors. The elimination of poverty, ignorance, disease, and opportunity
disparity, as well as the provision of a better and higher quality of life, were the fundamental tenets around which
all development plans and blueprints were based. According to the Ministry of Rural Development, "Rural Devel-
opment involves both economic prosperity of individuals as well as broader social transformation" (Govt. of In-
dia). To provide the rural population with more prospects for economic growth, there has to be a larger level of
participation in rural development. Plans for programmes, decentralised planning, stricter enforcement of land in-
creased loan availability all exist.

Agriculture, industry, communication, education, health, and associated sectors were first given priority for devel-
opment, but this was later achieved. The Panchayat Raj Institutions, which are at the centre of decentralised plan-
ning and its implementations, have been involved in programme execution while keeping in mind the needs and
aspirations of the local populace. In accordance with the 73rd Amendment Act to the Indian Constitution, the Min-
istries are working diligently with state governments to hasten the devolution of critical administrative and finan-
cial responsibilities to PRIs.

1.1. PANCHAYAT RAJ IN PREBRITISH PERIOD

A Grama Sangha, or rural community, is referred to by the title Panchayat, which is derived from the word Pancha
panchasvanusthitah. An institution as old as Indian culture itself is panchayat raj. It had been around for a very
long time and had a significant impact on local civil and judicial issues. A lot of ancient literature, including the
Manusamhita, Rigveda, Upanishads, Jatakas, Dharmashastras, and others, advocate the panchayat system of gov-
ernance. The Mahabharata's Manusmriti and Shantiparva make numerous references to Grama Sanghas or village
councils.

2.2. PANCHAYAT UNION
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Each block has its own Panchayat Union. Each Pancha-
yat Union has a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson
who are chosen indirectly by the Panchayat Union
Council members. Members of the Panchayat Union
Council are chosen directly by the people at a rate of
one member for each and every 5000 persons. Members
of Parliament and thus the Legislative Assembly elected
from that area serve on the Panchayat Union Council as
former best friend members. The Panchayat Union is
responsible for the following duties and responsibilities:

1. Elementary school construction and maintenance. 2.
Preventive and corrective actions in relation to any out-
break. 3. Veterinary assistance. 4. Organizing fairs and
festivals. 5. Cottage industry should be promoted and
encouraged. 6. Public road construction, repair, and
maintenance.

3.0. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The primary goal of this evaluation is to properly situ-
ate and frame the current work. In the pages that follow,
the researcher has reviewed information related to the
study under the topics of rural development, public en-
gagement, and Panchayat Raj Institutions. Has explored
the Panchayat Raj in his work "Panchayat Raj and Ru-
ral Development," with a focus on examining the func-
tion of these organisations in rural development, partic-
ularly with regard to Tamil Nadu. The study found that
Panchayati Raj entities had been given specific authori-
ty and responsibilities. Resources weren't enough to
handle the tasks; Panchayat Raj bodies could only be
tools for rural development if they were given enough
money.

Primarily a political history study the unpublished the-
sis "Thanjavur through the ages," written by T.K.
Vasanthibai in 1977, covers a wide range of historical
periods but pays little attention to socioeconomic is-
sues. The 1992 book "Symbols of substance, court and
state in the Nayak period Tamil Nadu" by N. Narayana
Rao and Sanjay Subramanian illuminates the era's eco-
nomic features.

4.0. SOURCES OF THE STUDY

For collecting secondary sources, the following libraries
and research institutions are extensively used: Tamil
Nadu State Archives library Chennai, Madras Institute
of Development Studies,Connemara Public Library
Chennai, University of Madras Library Chennai, Raja

Muthaiah Library Chennai, Tamil University Library
Thanjavur, Rural Development Department Thanjavur,
Saraswathi Mahal Library Thanjavur, Bharathidasan
University Library Tiruchirappalli, Mother Terasa
Univeristy Library Kodaikanal, Holy Cross College
Tiruchirappalli, District Central Library Tiruchirappalli,
Theosophical Society Library, St. Joseph College Li-
brary Tiruchirappalli, Periyar E.V.R. College Library
Tiruchirappalli.

5.0. SCOPE OF THE STUDY

This is a case study of the performance and implemen-
tation of the Government Schemes of the eight village
panchayats falling within Thiruvidaimarudur, Kumba-
konam, Papanasam, Thanjavur, Thiruvaiyaru, Pattuk-
kottai, Peravurani. The study's focus is only on the op-
erations and programmes carried out by a few chosen
village panchayats in Tamil Nadu Thanjavur district.
An insight into that will ultimately help to understand
the effectiveness and efficiency of the village pancha-
yats in performance and implementation of various
schemes.

OBJECTIVES OF THE PRESENT STUDY

e To examine the knowledge and awareness of peo-
ples about different tiers of Panchayat Raj Institu-
tion.

e To comprehend how women participate in rural
development within the context of village social
structure.

e To provide an overview and recommendations for
enhancing the socioeconomic development of the
population in the research area.

SAMATHUVAPURAM VILLAGES IN THANJA-
VUR DISTRICT

The first Samathuvapuram was established on August
17, 1998 at Melakottai village of Madurai District. To-
tally Five villages were in the Thanjavur district, name-
ly Kurungulam East, Neivasal Thenapathi, Pudukudi
Thenpathi, Sukkiranpatti and Muzhaivur. Each Sa-
mathuvapuram comprises of 100 homes. Each home is
created in an area of 264.64 sq. ft inside an area of 5
cents at free of cost. Additional cooperative loan facili-
ties are also offered to interested recipients to the
amount of 10000/~ to develop additional amenities in
their dwellings.

SAMATHUVAPURAM HOUSES THANJAVUR DISTRICT

S. No. Name of the District Name of the Block NanT:tr?lfJir;?)xg;gsc;r?s\ﬁ:g;dsa- Total Houses construct ed.

1. Thanjavur Kurungulam East 100
2. Orathanadu Neivasal Thenapathi 100
3. Thanjavur Budalur Pudukudi Thenpathi 100
4. Pattukkottai Sukkiranpatti 100
5. Kumbakonam Muzhaivurs 100

Total 500

78 siflor Grnd@ 17 : 3 SM&CLmui 2023




6.0. CONCLUSION

The socio-economic circumstances of the rural popula-
tion have undergone a considerable alteration as a result
of the implementation of rural development initiatives
under Panchayat Raj institutions. The populations of the
specified area’s social and political issues have been
touched by the implementation of rural development
initiatives. Programs have improved the study region's
economic standing on the economic front of rural de-
velopment. The majority of the population receives
more money as a result of the success of rural develop-
ment programmes. In the developed assets which has
led to poverty in the areas under investigation.

The majority of the population is now employed in vari-
ous agricultural and related activities such as animal
husbandry, sheep/goat rearing, handicrafts, small busi-
ness, and other activities as a result of the implementa-
tion of rural development programmes and efforts to
strengthen village and cottage industries. As a result,
the socioeconomic makeup of the chosen Gram Pancha-
yats has significantly changed. Additional services in-
cluding drinking water, sanitation, health care, school
buildings, adult education, roads and bridges, street
lighting, and so forth are provided by the Panchayat Raj
institutions.

Thus, it has been shown that the Panchayat Raj institu-
tion may improve the socioeconomic problems of rural
people. Programmes like as the Saathuvapuram housing
projects and power schemes have developed numerous
productive occupations for the underprivileged people
in the study area, allowing them to rise beyond the pov-
erty line. Additionally, the rise in the number of newly
constructed buildings and the provision of electrical
connections for residences suggests that rural infra-
structure development is a cumulative process. Rural
development programme adoption can result in asset
losses for certain participants, albeit this is exceptional;
on the other hand, the lives of the poor who are not cov-
ered by the programmes are rather typical.

7.0. FINDINGS

Only 7% of the population in the studied area had more
than 28 habitations. As a result, the infrastructure defi-
ciencies were filled to the greatest extent possible.
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In the study region, there are no recipients in the OC
category. Only 42 of the 420 beneficiaries have voiced
displeasure with the educational facility, compared to
365 who have expressed happiness.

e The nuclear family structure accounts for 85 per-
cent of the sample respondents in the study area.

e In the past, more than 45 percent of respondents
said that they did not have pucca sanitation facili-
ties.

8.0. SUGGESTIONS

e Local governments should look for other sources of
revenue to reduce their reliance on the plan fund.
Financial arrangements with leading banks, co-
operatives, and other financial institutions, among
others, must be worked out efficiently by them.

e Administrations undertake a variety of rural devel-
opment programs from time to time. Poverty and
unemployment are still challenges; we need to tear
down the bottlenecks, reduce freebies, and promote
development efforts; only then will India be able to
flourish.
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ABSTRACT

Feminist thought and feminist movements in the West have influenced women’s movements in developing coun-
tries like India. Yet feminism as it exists today in India has gone beyond its Western counterpart where the subject
of women’s emancipation is not reduced to the contradictions between man and woman, which can be related to
radical feminism. Radical feminism and social conflicts are present one of the types of the feminist theory, founded
on patriarchal grounds, where women are marginalized and discriminated against. This research article focuses on
exploring feminism in the protagonist of Shashi Deshpande who opposes patriarchy not men. Her feminism is pe-
culiarly Indian in the sense that it is born out of the predicament of Indian women placed between contradictory
identities: tradition and modernity, family and profession and culture and nature. Shashi Deshpande’s protagonist
Indu in Roots and Shadows profess a feminism rooted in the native environment that trends to be humanistic and
optimistic in outlook where she is able to find a solution to her problems without, detaching themselves from her
familial bonds. Shashi Deshpande’s protagonist Indu strive to locate the root cause of oppression and thereby strug-
gle to obtain a radical feminism and societal conflicts reordering of the society.

Keywords: Feminism, Conflict, Oppression and Patriarchal.
Introduction

Feminism has always meant independence of mind, spirit and body. Feminist effort to end patriarchal domination
should be the primary concern precisely because it insists on the eradication of exploitation and oppression in the
family context and all other intimate relationships. Its theory is that men and women should be equal politically,
economically and socially. It is difficult for common man to understand female psyche in totally. So the fight was
fought by feminists to have clear understanding and expression of the female psyche. Feminist seemed to have
been vibrant political movement back in the 1970s. But since then it had retreated into women’s studies depart-
ments at colleges and universities to be studied by other academic feminists and college administrators.

From the historical point of view feminism came to be perceived as simply anti-family, anti-marriage, anti-
children, anti-religion, not to mention anti-men. Feminism presented the family is a kind of prison, with working
career on the outside a kind of liberation. Feminism in 1970s tented to portray home life some sort of idiocy that no
enlightened woman would be interested in. Meanwhile, the legal regime promoted by feminism in the West served
to damage the position of house wives and mothers, with no fault divorce, anti-discrimination law and affirmative
action to promote women. Feminist theory hates capitalism as patriarchy is often simply equated with war racism
capitalism, feminism with socialism, environmentalism and multiculturalism everything that could be considered as
progressive.

Feminism is a critique of male dominance and the male point of view which has forced itself upon the world. Sexu-
al difference defines woman and causes her objectification or the process appears in the culturalist ideology of gen-
der. Feminist consciousness posits and refers to reality, regarding women’s socio-sexual existence it is also said
that outside literature the word feminist was invented by a French socialist, Charles Fourier, in the early nineteenth
century (Tandon 26). It was used for asking franchise and was later on extended to describe a particular stand in the
women’s movement that stressed the uniqueness and difference for women rather than seeking equality, even to the
extent of claiming superiority of women over men.

The majority of the Indian writers were concerned in one way or the other issues regarding women. They were di-
rectly, idealistically or realistically depicting the place of women in the society and intending to bring about change
therein. Yet their women characters seem to be under the dominating influence of their male writers. The female
protagonist remains under the impact of their creator’s emotions and ideas. This incited women to become writers
and present the reality of the world. Indian literature written in English is smaller in volume compared to the output
in several regional languages and spans a smaller range of time, it commenced with the spread of the English lan-
guage and education in India. In the last two decades, there has been astonishing of Indian women writing in Eng-
lish, which needs abroad and in India.
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Indian women novelists in English clearly show that
women have made their permanent mark in the field of
English fictions. They are being conferred on not only
national but international awards also. In most of their
writings they have tried their novels, the protagonists
are mostly women characters desolated and isolated by
an entirely hapless, hypocritical and insensitive male
domination. Today whatever political, social, cultural
and individual awareness have seen in women, they are
mostly the result of these fiction writers who heralded
new consciousness in the realm of traditional thinking.
If the tireless efforts on the part of women for women’s
sake go on, the days are not far off when they become
better than men, in all respects in each field. Even today
the condition of Indian women in the remote villages is
very amazing. They are still getting step-motherly treat-
ment by the parent in both education and feeling. So,
the thing that most urgently needed today is reciprocal
and friendly relationship between both sex - a relation
which must be tinged with the colour of modernity and
conventionally, antiquity and spirituality.

The representation of women in English literature then
was felt to be one of the most important forms of social-
ization. Since it provided the role models which indicat-
ed to women and men, what constituted acceptable ver-
sions of the feminine and legitimate feminine goals and
aspirations. Feminists pointed out for example that in
nineteenth century fictions very few women work for a
living unless they are driven to it by dire necessity. In-
stead the focus of interest is on the heroine’s choice of
marriage partner, which will decide her ultimate social
position and exclusively determine her happiness and
fulfillment in life, or her lack of these.

In the Indian context, many have studied and the por-
trayal of Draupadi in the epic Mahabharata or Sita in
the Ramayana. Others have studied how women are
portrayed in the school level books or college level
works in Indian languages or how proverbs and popular
sayings reveal our attitudes towards women etc. There
is plenty of material available in this area of study and
lot of scope for research in this field of feminism. D.H.
Lawrence took immense pride in his new novel Women
in Love which happened to be conceived during the
time of global conflict, the World War I. The dramatic
presentation of the two couples in love, unfolds some of
the most transitional spectacles of the living cultures,
beliefs, relationships, limitations and struggles between
the two genders men and women (Fatima 134).

The literary legacy of women’s writing in Indian Eng-
lish fiction has entirely metamorphosed the rhetoric of
self-assertion commissioned by women, particularly,
educated, middle-class Indian women, to demolish
moulds and re-define their roles as daughters, wives and
mothers and to establish their desideratum of space and
relative independence in over-arching patriarchal set-
up. In Indian society in many other social group women
are marginalized and even today to marked extent,
haunted by fear of insecurity, injustice, exploitation and
oppression. Pushed to the periphery, they suffer contin-
ually from onslaughts of indignity, dishonor and dehu-
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manization. This undermining of their self-esteem,
though considerably paved down in the recent past, is
still a malaise to be reckoned with and an overpowering
propensity to be wished away.

Since the situation of women in India is quite miserable
and great deal needs to be done to be on their behalf, it
is pity that Indian statement of their problems is often
couched in statements that sound alien which therefore,
fail to hit the mark. So that the women’s causes in the
country gain the massive support that it needs it is im-
portant that Indian feminist understand the Indian con-
text thoroughly and that they phrase their criticism,
arguments an demands on behalf of women with sensi-
tivity to the Indian society.

There are at least three specific points on which the
perception and the sentiments of noticeably the large
number of Indian women seem to diverge from those of
the Western-influenced feminists. By far the most con-
spicuous of there is the average Indian woman’s disap-
proval of feminist anger. The second is their somewhat
mixed and confused reaction to the feminist emphasis
on patriarchy on men as the principal oppressors. The
third is relative inability to tune into the demands for
equality and personal freedom. Understanding the roots
of each of these three reactions is important from gear-
ing both activist feminism and women’s studies in In-
dia.

Indian history reveals an almost opposite experience.
As Western educated Indians came to be acquainted
with European liberalism, they were inspired to reflect
upon their value system and to examine the inequalities,
injustices and oppressions of their culture. This intro-
spection stimulated the strong movement for social re-
form significantly, the removal of practices and cus-
toms that led sufferings of women figured prominently
in the agenda for social reform.

Anita Desai along with Shashi Deshpande and Shobha
De is in the company of Ram Mehta, Bharati Mukher-
jee, Geeta Mehta and host of others like Nina Sibal and
Namita Gokhale carrying to join the select band of fem-
inists in India. Their contribution as feminist writers
does not merely involve revalidating the French theo-
ries on the Western model. Each one of them has dar-
ingly and realistically portrayed the feminist issues in
the post-independence Indian parameter. While study-
ing these novelists one can get the complete but unpre;j-
udiced picture of what an Indian woman faces in social
set up which is continuously struggling to maintain a
relationship between the tradition and modernity.

The post-modern Indian women novelists are indulging
in exploring the feminine consciousness of the women
characters, their evolution towards an awakening con-
science and how eventually this leads to enrichment of
their inner self in the male-dominated society. Self-
introspection and self-discovery help the women char-
acters to realize their veiled inner strength that is why
fiction by these, women writers constitutes the major
segment of the contemporary Indian writing in English.
It provides insights, the wealth of understanding a reser-
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voir of meanings and basis for discussion. The women
novelists focus on women’s issues. They need to do so.
Because the large part of the feminine experience is out
of reach of the more psyche and therefore an authentic
and sensitive portrayal of the conflicts and traumas in
all their nuances, ambiguities and contradictions could
be achieved only by women writers. It is in fact, the
way Indian social milieu is becoming more intelligible
and gender more comprehensible through recent studies
on women and their artistic presentations.

Woman is the central object of Shashi Deshpande’s fic-
tion. Her women characters are born out of a typically
Indian situation. They represent middle class society.
Her theory is not the theory of Western feminism. In-
fact, she has no theories, she rejects them and she gives
her own assessment of the predicament of Indian wom-
an caught between tradition and modernity, family and
profession, culture and nature, assertion and confronta-
tion, freedom and loneliness and self aggrandisement
and self realization. The problems and social conflicts
faced by women in the society. Their self-assertion is
self-alienation. The more the search for freedom and
Independence and the meaning of life, the more it re-
sults in alienation and loneliness. This is the typical of
an existential problem every man encounters and every
modern woman according to Shashi Deshpande is fac-
ing. She takes pity in her women characters for the pre-
dicament created by themselves through self-delusions
and hallucinations and towards the end she provides a
touch of humanism mixed with love.

Shashi Deshpande is a leading Indian English writer.
Championing the cause of women, who have suffered
the age old masculine yoke, she occupies pre-eminent
place among the contemporary women novelists brim-
ming with feminine sensibility. Her creative talent and
ideology have elevated her to a Zenith among feminist
writers of India. Undoubtedly, she is a feminist writer
but with a broad humanistic outlook. Her novels are a
realistic depiction of the anguish and conflict of the
modern educated middle class women who, fettered to
their stereotyped roles of a wife and mother, fell smoth-
ered and helpless in a tradition bound society.

Shashi Deshpande in all her novels takes us into realms
of the female psyche which no writer of the previous
generation had dared put into words, as candidly. Writ-
ten over the past three decades, her novels provide an
insight into often forgotten aspects of human feelings
and relationships, wearing a magical web of emotions
that is testimony to the unusual depth and range of Sashi
Deshpande’s writing. She has addressed various social
issues of contemporary India and gender issues invaria-
bly find a prominence in her writing. She is deeply con-
cerned about the marginal status of women and she is a
feminist in so far as feminism resists all hierarchical
positions and institutions primarily because they subor-
dinate women. Her novels may be described as alterna-
tive of women’s experience. The mode of resistance in
her fiction takes the form of redefinition of women’s
culture and identity in the Indian context.
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Shashi Deshpande’s novels encapsulate the tensions
underlying women’s aspirations and their cultural iden-
tities. Their urge for self-definition culminates in the
identification of the areas of conflicts. They are encased
and suffocated in the patterns of andocentric culture and
their desire to perform is taken over by the necessity to
conform. These women are steeped in the conventions
and customs of a patrillineal of society which dislocates
and alienates them from the process of being and be-
coming. Shashi Deshpande’s novels are polemical at-
tacks against the patriarchal world, where women are
treated as a kind of non-man. Like Margaret Atwood,
Virginia Woolf and Betty Friedan. Shashi Deshapande
also argues that male assigned roles of wife and mother-
hood entrap women in the masculine plot of desire and
thereby marginalize them from other socio-political
economical and creative spheres of life.

Roots and Shadows explores the struggle of Indu, who
represents a set of modern women, educated and very
much in contact with the society, dealing with critical
problems like love, sex, marriage and individuality. In
her attempt to assert her individuality, she is brought
into confrontation with the family, with male world and
society in general. She realizes that she can no longer
cheat herself saying that she will do things for the sake
of Jayant, her husband. She cannot remain a doll or a
puppet unable to take decisions for herself and affirm
her being. A middle class girl brought up in an orthodox
family, she rebels against Akka, the mother surrogate,
whom she identifies as the mother figure since she had
lost her mother at birth she rebels against Akka, her
world, her values and against her wishes, marries
Jayant.

The feminists’ conviction is that femininity is construct-
ed culturally, not biologically, that unlike sex, which is
a matter of biology, gender is based not upon biology or
anatomy, but entirely on cultural notions enunciated by
the patriarchal civilization which always operate to priv-
ilege men as superior beings and to oppress women as
inferiors. Simone de Beauvoir rightly observes. Thus
humanity is male and man defines woman not in herself
but as relative to him; she is not regarded as an autono-
mous being. She is defined and differentiated with refer-
ence to man and not he with reference to her; she is the
incidental, the inessential as opposed to the essential
(16). In Shashi Deshpande’s novels one can made to see
how a woman is made not born, how she is groomed for
a subordinate role so that her personality is conditioned
into a secondary status right from childhood.

Shashi Deshpande, as a feminist, strongly represents
this border line position of women and feels it necessary
to defend women as women in order to counteract the
patriarchal oppressions that precisely despise women as
women (Moi 214). Her novels explore the inner conflict
existing in a woman and how she adjusts to the sur-
roundings, which are not according to her wishes. They
deal with how the women in today’s middle class Indian
society try to make a fusion of the traditional and the
modern. It is within the existing social framework that
Shashi Deshpande depicts the reality of women’s lives
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and their existence.

In Roots and Shadows, Shashi Deshpande’s concern
with the social and cultural construction of gender, her
open protest against the treatment of women as sexual
object, her defiance of the stereotyped roles assigned to
women, her bold effort to project the prejudiced attitude
of the society towards women are obvious. She articu-
lates not only a thematic and technical maturity but also
effectively communicates an intensely apprehended
feminine sensibility. She has apparently injected, a new
consciousness offering varied interpretation of imper-
ishable Indian values and highlighting our cultural herit-
age. Indu the protagonist represents the educated middle
-class Indian woman. The story of the novel is about the
struggle of the protagonist who has a lot of hurdles to
cross and achieve freedom. Being smothered in an op-
pressive male-dominated and tradition-bound society,
she attempts to explore her inner self to assert her indi-
viduality. Indu, a rebel often wished to be free and unre-
strained. Thus, she is presented as model against women
belonging to the older generation.

The predicament of Indu represents the larger predica-
ment of woman in contemporary Indian society where
the new concepts of Western education, economic inde-
pendence and globalization have completely shaken the
roots of old Indian culture and social values. The break-
ing up of the joint family the school of inculcating dedi-
cation, sacrifice and moral values is the immediate visi-
ble impact upon the Indian culture. It has adversely af-
fected different relationships at different levels in gen-
eral and husband-wife relationship in particular.

Shashi Deshpande has very subtly conveyed the mes-
sage of mutual understanding and co-operation between
wife and husband. The Indian woman needs not to be
rebellious like the Western feminists nor like the leg-
endary meek and submissive Indian wives. The Indian
women must seek their freedom within disrupting the
Indian socio-cultural values. She conveys the message
that the modern Indian women should learn to conquer
their fear and assert themselves. The novel comes to an
end with a note of compromise rather than revolt and
revenge which is the basic attribute of Indian feminism.

Shashi Deshpande’s novels are mainly based on women
lives and their problems particularly in the Indian con-
text. For this reason she has been labeled feminist. She
explored the realities behind the silence of women. She
raised her voice against torment on women and also
created mass awareness in this matter through her writ-
ings. Her novel Roots and Shadows pictures modern,
educated and career oriented middle class women, who
are sensitive to the changing time and situations. The
novel deals with Indu’s attempt to assert herself as an
individual. She is caught up in a conflict between their
family and professional rules, between individual aspi-
ration and social demands. Indu, the journalist, is torn
between self-expression and social stigmas material and
psychological. Majority of the characters in the novel
have restrictive notion of cultural identity with which
their vision of socio-political change is burdened.
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Like young modern women, Indu is bricked between
tradition and modernity. She realizes that freedom and
fulfillment can be achieved through the right perception
of life, through some rules of life, which have dignity
and grace. Indu now realizes that, her love is a uniting
bond, which will help her to surrender herself to Jayant,
so that their lives shall be full of harmony and peace.
She wants to go back to Jayant, for she loves and needs
him, and wants to restart her life built on the foundation
of honesty and decides to be her true self in relation
with Jayant. Now onwards she is not going to suppress
her feelings only to please Jayant. She really achieves
freedom and decides to do what she thinks she should
be doing. As Ujwala Patil says in this context, “Returns
home, equipped with that quality of courage, necessary
to face the challenge of identity crises for her marriage
had always posed-returns to suffer, to question and to
find roots” (Patil 136).

This is the long and short of her bitter struggle through
conflicting trends between the age old tradition and the
emerging new ideas. She assorts her position as a hu-
man being equal to that of a man and does not want to
submit herself to any one’s dictations S.P. Swain appro-
priately sums up Indu’s growth that, the meek docile
and humble Indu out of the early days finally emerges
as a bold, challenging, conscious and rebellious women.
She resigns her job, thus defying male authority, hierar-
chy and the irony of a woman’s masked existence. Her
elf-discovery is the frightening visions of the feminine
self’s struggle for harmony and sanity (Swain 95).

Indu is brought up in a traditional household run by the
dominating Akka. Akka, a rich, childless wider was a
victim of child marriage a traditional evil. She was mar-
ried at the age of twelve to a man thrice her age and
size. She becomes a victim of his lust, her attempts to
escape the night tortures by her husband is a failure.
Through Akka’s example, Shashi Deshpande is to light
the brutish treatment of women especially young girls in
the name of tradition, were compelled to please their
husband, no matter how brutal he was to her. Inspite of
regular ill-treatment, beastly assault and humiliation
Akka served her husband like a dutiful wife. On return-
ing home, Akka takes over the family of her brother and
enforces the same tradition, which had made her life a
misery. Therefore, a close reading of text reveal all the
upheavals of relationships and hero timely realization
and assertion of her needs makes the novel end on a
clear note of affirmation and specially to Jayant, her
decision makes Jayant a better male partner to Indu. Her
recognition of her true self helps Indu hope for a better
chance of understanding and happiness in marriage.
Thus marriage and sexuality as traced in Shashi Desh-
pande’s novel shows a development from tradition to
revolt to affirmation.

The mental vacuity of the women of Saru’s family is
evident as the authoritative and dominating male mem-
bers are absent for a while: “A few women who had
been left behind, and who had been carrying on an inter-
minable argument in the kitchen, their voices rising and
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falling monotonously, were now hustled out by an au-
thoritative male voice” (RS 6).

The fact that money not only confers freedom, but also
access to power, grace, prestige and an altogether confi-
dent and positive attitude towards one’s own self and
one’s capabilities is an overt statement made by the
narrative. Akka becomes a tyrant and dominates too
much authority on family matters. Atya and other fami-
ly members eulogize her as a leader, who assures happi-
ness to everybody. Akka becomes indispensable to the
family while the enforced subjugation and poverty of
other women of the family results in their mental, moral
and physical inferiority.

Indu wants to extricate herself from this kind of service
in which she has no freedom and no scope to fulfill her
own wishes. Evoking the two separate ambiences of
woman’s life Shashi Deshpande focuses effectively on
the Chasm between them. In order to be acceptable to
the requirements of her employers she writes stories
with male narrator but fails. Shashi Deshpande herself
went through such identity crisis in her career. But
woman’s writing alone can make this recovery. Jayant
hampers Indu’s urge for self expression which should
be based on honest and fair ideals. Put Jayant believes
that Indu is but a clog in the whole system of work cul-
ture and therefore, she cannot bring about a change by
raising her pen: “What can one person do against the
whole system. No point making a spectacle of yourself
with futile gestures we need the money, don’t we?
Don’t forget we have a long way to go” (RS 17).

Indu the protagonist of the novel, Roots and Shadows is
also a rebel who takes the bold step of marrying a man
of her own choice against the wishes of her family.
However, like Saru undergoes a process of disillusion-
ment. She had thought that marriage would give her
happiness and an identity of her own, but this does not
happen. She realizes that marriage, the promised land
for every girl, is nothing but another trap. It is an enclo-
sure which obstructs the movement towards autonomy
and self-realization. She says, “When I look in the mir-
ror, I think of Jayant, when I dress I think of Jayan ...
Always what he wants, what he would like, what would
please him ... Have I become so fluid, with no shape,
no form of my own” (RS 34).

The paradox in Indu’s life is that she loves Jayant. Yet
she feels that involving and marrying him she has lost a
part of her real self. He married life seems hypocritical.
She does not reveal her real feelings before Jayant least
she may disappoint him. Indu wants be a writer. She
works a journalist. But even Jayant expects her to do
the stereotyped, insincere work the editor wants her to
do, because “we need the money.” Ultimately Indu
feels that she has sacrificed her real self to please
Jayant. Even professionally she has no satisfaction be-
cause she must follow the dictates of the editor and not
her conscience. A disillusioned Indu returns to her ma-
ternal home in a state of confusion. She is hurt when
old uncle tell her. “For a woman intelligence is always a
burden. Indu, we like our women not to think.”
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A woman like Indu is allowed no direct influence upon
her husband. Neither upon the further nor upon the
world. She has to reach out beyond herself, towards the
social milieu only through her husband. But does the
husband allow? He is impervious and indifferent to her
emotional urges. Instead, it is Indu who has to cater to
the needs of his inner urges and drives: “But my mar-
riage had taught me this too. I had found in myself an
immense capacity for deception. I had learnt to reveal
to Jayant nothing but what he wanted to hear. I hid my
responses and emotions as if they were bits of gar-
bage” (RS 38).

A woman’s role is not only confined to the centripetal
needs of the family in which she lives but also to its
centrifugal needs. It is here that a woman has to be
more than her domestic role as a submissive house
wife. She has to become a society lady as Shobha De
would put it. But here also, she is a meek and yielding
creature. Centuries of tradition have made her so and
she takes pride in such suffering. But one cannot find
Indu expressing such pride in her suffering. She could
not bear with suffering she had to face in the family and
hence she breaks away from it and marries Jayant In the
family she was an incomplete being, without a sense of
the wholeness of personality. But with Jayant she feels
a sense of completion and wholeness: “I had felt incom-
plete, not as a woman, but as a person and in Jayant |
had thought I had found the other part of my whole
self” (RS 51).

In Shashi Deshapande’s Roots and Shadows the female
protagonist Akka and Indu are radical in their approach
towards male domination. Akka is a rich widow who
had a traumatic and pathetic girlhood. At the age of
twelve she got married to a man who was much older
than her and became a victim of the evils of patriarchal
practices. At this tender age she has to tolerate the
scathing and bestial sexual advances of her husband.
“Starved her and sent her back to her husband’s room.
The child, they said, cried and clung to her mother in-
law-saying. Lock me up again, lock me up” (RS 70).

The source of the conflict lies in the makeup of Indu’s
self, a product of modern education on the one hand,
and extreme sensitivity on the other. Although she as-
pires to become independent, she finds several hurdles
coming in her way. She finds dominant Akka and her
own family a great hindrance to achieving her goal of
attaining independence and completeness. When she is
in college Akka does not allow her to meet the boys and
cultivate friendship with them. So, Indu leaves the
house to get married to Jayant, who is her own choice.
She wants to break away from the suppression in her
own choice. “I had felt incomplete, not as a woman, but
as a person. And in Jayant I had thought I had found the
other part of my whole self” (RS 54). But soon she
comes to realize that marriage makes one dependent.
She does not find herself — a modern young woman any
different from women of her mother’s generation.
“Sometimes I wonder if I will leave him one day and
live by myself” (RS 97).
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At home Indu is able to analyse her relationship with
Jayant dispassionately. She meets her childhood friend,
Naren. In Naren’s company Indu can reveal her real
self. In fact, her sexual encounter with Naren helps her
to realize what was wrong with her sexual relationship
with Jayant. But Indu does not see what she has done
with Naren as adulterous or wrong. Wronging Jayant?
But had I not wronged Jayant even before this. By pre-
tending, by giving him a spurious coin instead of the
genuine kind. I had cheated him of my true self (RS
171).

Jayant could never accept that a woman can have sexual
desires. Therefore Indu had always held back. Now, she
realizes that each time she had cutoff some part of her
real self to please Jayant, but this had turned their mar-
riage into a farce. The end of the novel sees a new Indu
— determined, free and wanting to make her marriage
work, but on new terms. She decides to spend the mon-
ey Akka has left her the way she wants and not accord-
ing to other people’s wishes. She finds personal free-
dom and completeness. She decides to return to Jayant,
but: Now I would go back and see if that home could
stand the scorching touch of honesty (RS 186).

Also she decides to do the kind of writing she wants;
after resigning her present job. Indu now takes matters
into her own hands, she faces the fact of her own fault
in her problems with Jayant. She will now try to save
her marriage, but without compromising her principles
or her individuality. Through the character Indu; Shashi
Deshpande has represented to new woman who is
aware of her situation, her quest, identity place and role
in the family and in society. Most importantly she
brings out the new attitude towards sex.

Though the novel gains its feminist stance, it goes be-
yond the limits of feminism and touches the very pre-
dicament of human existence. Though Shashi Desh-
pande provides the compromise attitude for Indu to-
wards the end, the whole novel deals with the existen-
tial dilemma of a typical modern middle class woman.
The existential trauma conflict and anguish faced by
Indu in the novel can be described to any woman in the
society. It is this beautiful presentation of the inner psy-
che of woman by Shashi Deshpande that can deeply
impress anyone society.

The novel Roots and Shadows ends with a note of affir-
mation. Indu asserts her individuality as a woman and
also as a partaker in the endless cycle of life. She lives
to see life with the possibilities of growth. Thus she has
discovered the meaning of life in her journey to individ-
uation. Through the character of Indu, Shashi Desh-
pande has registered her awareness of the arrest to femi-
nine development brought about by an economic sys-
tem given to sheer materialistic happiness and inhabited
by philistines like Jayant and a patriarchal family —
structure which produce in women dependency, insecu-
rity, lack of autonomy and an incomplete sense of their
identity.

Shashi Deshpande explores the rapid evolution of the
New Indian woman and the progression of her novels
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and character depictions reflects traces and captures the
rapid social and cultural changes which have been tak-
ing place in urban India as a result of swift economic
development and expansion. Shashi Deshpande’s writ-
ings highlight social norms which may have been ex-
pected to change, but remarkably, either have not or
else have simply assumed a new guise. By shattering
the matrix of man-made stereotypes into which women
so far have been stiflingly cast and by bringing the
reader face to face with their real nature, she tries to
carve out the effigy of a new woman who is more palat-
able and real to the mind of the researcher. She has se-
cured herself a distinguished place among the modern
Indian novelist as she defines freedom for the Indian
woman within the Indian socio-cultural value system
and institutions. She has steadfastly resisted the tempta-
tion of creating strong glorified female characters and
has presented the Indian woman as facing the very real
dilemma of having to choose between modernity and
convention.

Conclusion

Shashi Deshpande has very nicely highlighted the inner
struggle and sufferings of the Indian women who raise
various fundamental questions regarding modern wom-
en rooted in and moulded by the Indian customs but
influenced by the rational ideas of the West. She devel-
ops a feminist understanding of the women’s problems
and complications of purely Indian climate. Her femi-
nism is rooted in the Indian soil. Her reading of West-
ern feminists has only helped to place her thoughts of
feminism in sequence. The term feminism is applied to
Shashi Deshpande in the broadest sense here to refer to
the writer’s intense awareness of her identity as a wom-
an, her interest in woman’s problems; and not in the
sense that she makes an advocacy for women’s rights in
her fiction. The woman’s increasing involvement rather
than detachment in her predicament as expressed in her
novels reveals the positive, humanistic approach of
Shashi Deshpande’s feminism and societal conflicts.
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